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The Charafer of a Prince. 


Here are four Virtues properly called Re- 
oal, which are Piety, ance, Valour, 
and Juſtice, and if a Prince hath not a 
ſhare of them, he will hardly anſwer the Expecta- 
tions of his People, nor the Ends of Government ; 
but he may be flattered into four Vices as like them, 
which will utterly undo him and his Subjects too ; 
and that is if his Biggorry be called Piery, his ti- 
morous Cautiouſneſs and unſteady Steering Pru- 
dence, his Raſhneſs and Obſtinacy Yalour, and his 
Severiry-and inhuman Stiffneſs Foc 
True Pty in a Prince is a lenle of God Al- 
mighty's Providence and Juſtice, a Submiſſion to 
che: erernal-Law of Equity, a eg, of - his 
own mortal Condition and Frailties,” and 2 delire 
to keep the Bonds of Union entire between all his 
Subje&ts. As for this or that Party in Religion, 
he muſt ſee it be Religion and not Faction, and 
ſo far indulge it, as Conſcience may be. ſatisfied 
and Ambition diſappointed : This canbe doge 
by none, but by one who has been bred up 1n - 
ſome acquaintance with Moderation , and has 
. not 


not ſworn to advance a Party. Chriſtian Re- 
ligion has been too far clogg'd by Ornament, 
Superſtition, Superſtruture, Impolitions, unne- 
elliny Queſtions, and more unneceflary Derer- 
minations, ever to hope that any one Party ſhall 
ſubdue the other by Argument or dint of Reaſon 
ſo as to bring them over ; then there remains no- 
thing bur Force, which is of ſuch ill conſequence, 
that it is the only way to, baniſh all;ſcriſe of Re- 
ligion out of the World : Therefore a mutual For- 
bearance, an Allowance or permiſſive Indulgence 
to Miſtakes or Pre-poſleſſions, 1s all that is lefr, and 
more than this Man can not-inyent with any good 
meaning to his Fellow-Creature. A; Prince who 
has been ufed to this, who is not ftartled at Names, 


to include all Virtues. Nallum numen eſt a Pru- 
t ad- 


countering of * Accidents, that (a aciÞus tus diſcov 

© Mackiriations both ar hg and —_ 
fo as to prevent them in their birth, and above 
all, che underſtanding of the Intereſt thar his Peo- 
ple is engaged in by Ge Conia A Na- 
tion is compoſed of private Men, all brought up 
very near in the ſame Cuſtoms, and inſtructed 
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mueh by the* fame forr'of - Teachers : the Prince” 
muſt take them as he finds'them. He that would: 
introduce” Monarchy into Holland, which will 
drown for Liberty ac any time, - or ſertle'a' Re- 
publick-in France, which wilt and does as eagerly 
hohr for Slavery; Will have'a Task of no ſmall 
performance. England has always been the Trim- 
mer berween theſe-extreams; and tho that-be a 
troubleſom Office,” and fomtirnes'may be unableto 
keep all ſfteddy, yer the inconvenience is ſoon felt 
on either (ide, and as-ſoon remedied by the weight 
of Intereſt. : But a wiſe Prince will eafily keep the 
Contenders'quiet,'if he refle&ts," he' can only -be 
ſafe by prevemng'the exceſs ; they who would 
make him Abſolute, would kill him with kindneſs, 
make him debaſe Human Nature, diveſt his Sub- 
jetsof cheir'Reaſon, ' by 'which-alone: Men-can 
obey fweetly, and''at laſt expoſe him to#all / the: 
Rage and inſolenc Infidelity. of mercenary Guards 
and ſenſeleſs/Slaves : And thofe who would: dit-" 
robe/hinvof neceflary Power; -would-make hinv a 
reſtlets Toob to ambitious Ptojects;'.uncapable of 
protecting his People, a perperual;Martyr to- Fears. 
and ealouſies, while he -would-be endeavouring 
ro perform. his Office;/ all his Actions liable to- 
Milconſtructions,/1'and: in ſhorty. pur him into fo 
regular a Diet, ' that the leaſt good Meal of Frui- 
tion in Power would prove a Surfeit, Therefore 

the 


[6] 
"the Prince we want, 1s one accuſtorned to the am-. 
bicious Projects of others, us'd to preſide in popu- 
lar Aſſemblies, that fo fathoming the Depth of C 
man Combinations, he may ce the wo of 
giving colourablePretexts by arbitrary Proceedings, 
and likewiſe avoid ſplitting uponthe Sand of roo 
much Confidence in Fi own Judgment and Man- 
agement. In ſhort, he that has managed great 
Councils, will.never be 'managed'by little ones, 
and fo never drawn aſide from his People. 
Falour is ſo-effential a Quality in a Prince, that 
it is part of his being. Omnia ſunt Gladii pedifſequa; 
and the Sword-is delivered; to him by a moredivine 
Commaitſtion than any other of his Actributes. God 
allowed the Plea in his own People, when chey 
rejected the Government of the Prieſthood, - to de- 
mand one to lead them in and out toBattel. Since 
the peaccable Principles of Chriſtianity, which-en- 
deavoured to tame the ferocity of Heatheniſm, have 
not been able entirely to. baniſh Arms and War, 
and that at keaft defenfively, it muſt be allowed ; 
"tis moſt certain, that a- Prince wichout Yalour 1s 
not to be relied upon for Protection : and tho of 
late perhaps ſome' have troubled the World with- 
out that perſonal Quality, yet our Nation will al- 
ways have a profound Veneration for one who 
{hall head ir in glorious Actions. What will they 
have then for a Hero, who from his firſt Manhood 
has 


LF 
has withſtood the torrent of in Invaſion ? 
who has-in the midſt of Fire and Smoak preſerved 
all che Security and Calmneſs that Men have ar 
leiſure hours, - and yet ſhewed all the Spirit and' 
Conduct that Danger required, There goes a great 
deal to the making of a:General, but much mare 
ro have 'a Sovereign be eminent in- Generalſhip ; 
and when fuch a Prince falls to a Nations lor, th 
may boldly hope to find reſpect in the remot 
parts of this habitable World, particularly having 
Fleers to carry the Glory of their Prince tothe An- 
ti ; 
Juſtice is the finiſhing of that true PiCture of God 
Alrmghtry, & Prince; that which makes him look 
lovely in the Eyes of all his Subjects, from rhe 
higheſt to the loweſt; bur ir muſt-be tempered. 
with Mercy, which ts properly the Juſtice of his 
own Nature, the other is the utmoſt reſult of hu- 
man Reafon mto Rules called Laws, of which the 
Prince is the Guardian, and ought particularly to' 
watch the Adminiftration ofthem, for they cannot. 
be ftrained or flackened withour a jarring in the 
Harmony of Goverrment. Ar this moſt admira- 
ble Qualification are levelled all the Batteries of the. 
Rapacious or the Flattring : Here they place In- 
fall bility, and would have the Prince believe that 
his Will is the Fountain-Head, thar all the Streams : 


may.take what Channel he pleaſes, and this char 
ſome 
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Men tratl Mey; moſt ta Fayour,: that makes, 
thers five for Piwer, -- and make it; uphold. irs. 
own Exetayagaiicies, even withthe hazard of the 
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_'unjuſt that- they .þeger 

$like the Plagues. of Egyps, -do- 

but. baden iow: Nothing can ſo ſoon overturn a 
Goverament as:the want of Juſtice... Policick Bo-. 
dies-are never diſſolved tilt they are.in a ſtate /of- 
War, . and-chey axe neyer ſo, every. Man is his. 


own Carver, oy want of an | equal diſtriburive. 
Powet.; - 7 <9.:: 

A Prince-:herefore whoſe Birth: and Education 
has bee.n a Country. where- Laws: flouriſh, and: 
Propeuy-s ddcredy /Natwe is jult, and Tem-. 


per; mercifal,” who has: refuſed Sovereign. Power, - 

becauſe be; would be ra 19-bÞ Looſe, wha bas. 

- over-worn Fears and Jealoulies, : where Lark | 
ſupported.  wirhs: ſpeci (ous - Pretences- and. 
Atliſtances, who has gained his Enemies, reconal'd . 
his Oppolers,and powerfully protetted his Friends, 
that FAVE if we are wile, me make-us happy, 
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